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Australia has much to be proud of 
in many areas of health…
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Vaccinations rates getting better



Lower death rates for cancer

17% is the fall in the death rate for all cancers 
between 1991 and 2011
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Australia has some health worries…
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Chronic and lifestyle diseases

Chronic diseases are the leading cause of illness, 
disability and death in Australia, accounting for 90% 

of all deaths in 2011



Mental disorders

An estimated 3.2 million 
people have experienced 
a mental disorder in the 
previous 12 months
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the rise



Not eating well



Some problems with alcohol and drugs

Illicit Drug use



Dementia numbers rising



Health inequalities

Indigenous Australians

People living with a disability

People in lower socioeconomic situations

People in rural and remote areas

Smoking 
rates



Indigenous
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Health Gaps
Indigenous Australians 
compared with
Non-Indigenous Australians



Health expenditure

In 2011-12:
$140.2 billion
9.5% GDP



What is driving rising health costs?

• 1.6% growth per year
• Upwards pressure on costs

Population 
growth

• New diagnostic and treatments
• New pharmaceuticals

New 
technologies

• Costs increase in older ages
• 20 times higher per person

Population 
ageing



Want more information?

Available on line @

In-brief report
http://www.aihw.gov.au/australias-health-publications/

Web snapshot
http://www.aihw.gov.au/australias-health/

Education resources
http://www.aihw.gov.au/education-resources/
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